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In the eye of the AI Storm, Diversify or Drift? 
Investing in the Age of Artificial Intelligence 

By Faraz Sattar 

As 2026 unfolds, AI is no longer a future concept powering specula=ve narra=ves—it is an 
economic force reshaping how companies grow, how capital flows, and how porColios behave 
under pressure. For investors, this moment presents both opportunity and responsibility: the 
opportunity to par=cipate in transforma=onal growth, and the responsibility to ensure porColios 
are resilient if expecta=ons shiH. 
 
Over the past year, public equity markets have shown remarkable durability despite a challenging 
macro backdrop. Infla=on has proven stubborn, interest rates remain elevated by historical 
standards, and signals of cau=on—from rising gold prices to stronger safe-haven currencies—
suggest investors are increasingly mindful of risk. Yet equi=es con=nued to climb. The underlying 
reason has been difficult to ignore. Ar=ficial intelligence has acted as the primary engine of returns, 
carrying indices forward even as other areas of the economy slowed. 
 
Today’s equity market is defined by concentra=on. A small group of mega-cap companies—deeply 
embedded in the development, deployment, and mone=za=on of ar=ficial intelligence—now 
represent an outsized share of global equity value. These businesses are innova=ve, profitable, and 
opera=onally strong, but their collec=ve weight means that tradi=onal index exposure no longer 
delivers the diversifica=on many investors assume they own. When a handful of stocks determine 
the direc=on of en=re benchmarks, market risk becomes more fragile than it appears. 
 
This concentra=on raises a familiar ques=on: are we witnessing the forma=on of an AI bubble, or 
are markets simply repricing the early stages of a technological revolu=on? There are reasonable 
arguments on both sides. Valua=ons are elevated, and sen=ment can shiH quickly when 
expecta=ons run ahead of reality. At the same =me, many of today’s AI leaders are already 
genera=ng real revenue and embedding their products across industries at a pace that exceeds 
previous technology cycles. The truth, as it oHen does, likely lives somewhere in between. 
 
What maUers most for investors is not predic=ng the outcome of that debate but preparing for 
both possibili=es. Whether AI exceeds expecta=ons or encounters periods of disappointment, 
porColios built around a narrow set of public market winners are exposed to unnecessary risk. 
Diversifica=on, not convic=on, remains the most reliable defense against uncertainty. 
Private markets play an increasingly important role in restoring balance. While public equi=es offer 
liquidity and transparency, private investments open access to a broader opportunity set that more 
closely reflects where economic value is actually being created. Much of today’s innova=on—
across ar=ficial intelligence, data infrastructure, energy systems, healthcare, and defense—
happens long before companies reach public exchanges. By the =me many firms go public, a 
significant por=on of their growth has already been realized. 
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Private equity buyouts, for example, oHen engage with AI as a tool rather than a thesis. These 
strategies focus on improving opera=ons, expanding margins, and scaling established businesses, 
using technology to enhance efficiency rather than relying on it as a singular growth driver. This 
results in a return profile that is fundamentally different from owning AI-centric public stocks. 
Infrastructure and private credit offer another layer of exposure, suppor=ng the physical and 
financial backbone of the AI economy. Data centers, power genera=on, fiber networks, and digital 
infrastructure are essen=al to sustaining ar=ficial intelligence at scale. These assets tend to 
produce contractual cash flows and can provide income and stability alongside growth. 
 
The U.S. market has taken on the shape of a K, with one line rising steeply, driven by mega-cap 
leadership, and the other remaining flat or declining, represen=ng hundreds of companies whose 
fundamentals have not translated into performance. For those who have benefited from the 
market’s upward leg, the challenge is to turn concentrated gains into durable, long-term wealth. 
That oHen means rebalancing, managing tax exposure, and realloca=ng capital toward private 
strategies that can compound returns across cycles rather than track daily market sen=ment. For 
those on the lower leg of the K, the answer is not wai=ng for broad indices to catch up. It is 
expanding the investment universe to include areas of growth and income that operate 
independently of public market momentum. 
 
At Accre=ve Wealth, our philosophy is grounded in the belief that investors deserve access, 
perspec=ve, and thoughCul guidance in an increasingly complex world. We help accredited 
investors connect with ins=tu=onal-grade private market opportuni=es through partnerships with 
leading global firms, focusing on strategies designed for income, growth, lower correla=on, and 
resilience across economic environments. Our approach is not about chasing trends, but about 
building porColios that can endure them. 
 
Ar=ficial intelligence will con=nue to reshape markets, industries, and economies. Some 
expecta=ons will be met, others will be revised, and new opportuni=es will emerge along the way. 
The investors who succeed will not be those who guessed right on every innova=on, but those who 
built porColios flexible enough to adapt. The market may be divided, but your financial future does 
not have to be. At Accre=ve Wealth, we are commiUed to helping you navigate what comes next, 
with care, discipline, and a long-term view. 
 
Let’s build the future—together. 
 
 
👉 Learn more in our blog series about this and other related subjects: Accre=ve Wealth Blog 
 
Disclaimer: This blog post is intended for educa=onal purposes only and does not cons=tute 
financial, tax, or legal advice. Always consult with a qualified advisor before making any investment 
decisions. 
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